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White to Black,
Drab to Fab

FEATURED HOME

An Artist’s Home gets a makeover

Spring Ahead  
Tablesettings to warm your heart
A conversation with TASTEMAKER

Lars Hanson

Wild 
Spring Tonics

+ more

Bringing it all back home
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ATrusted Community Bank Since 1913.

• No construction inspection fees
• Vacant land purchase can be included in construction loan
• One year construction period with flexible advance schedules
• One closing covers construction financing period and permanent mortgage

BLOOMINGBURG • CALLICOON • ELDRED • JEFFERSONVILLE • LIBERTY • LIVINGSTON MANOR

LOCH SHELDRAKE • MONTICELLO • NARROWSBURG • WAL-MART • WHITE LAKE • WURTSBORO

2.75%
APR

Annual percentage rate is 2.75% for the construction period only.Annual percentage rate for the term following the construction period (maximumof 12months)
will be determined at the time of commitment. Construction advancesmust be deposited into a Jeff Bank checking account. A prepayment penalty will apply during the first
three years. All applications are subject to credit approval. Consult a tax advisor for further information regarding the deductibility of interest.

Construction Loan Special!

845/482.4000
www.jeffbank.com
Main Office: Jeffersonville, NY

Introductory fixed rate
during construction
period only
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 “Bringing it all back home” is the theme of this Spring issue of Our 
Country Home. As the Upper Delaware River valley slowly grows into its lush 
summer beauty, there are many ways to fi nd the very best of what the region 
has to offer. Our featured home showcases a Pennsylvania house and studio 
lovingly restored by an artist who had the skills, time and inclination to do 
much of the work herself. The result is a tailor-made space with some inventive 
touches. We invite you to get to know local Tastemaker — Lars Hanson of Hanson 
Gallery and Decorium. We offer ideas for easy and colorful spring tablescapes, 
using goods from local shops or what you already have on hand. We give you the 
skinny on reupholstering that favorite chair or the sleeper couch with the good 
bones. Sometimes there is no need to throw it out when you can have it recovered 
the old-world way, creating an attractive, trendy, custom look. We guide you to a 
few of the spring tonic wild foods that can be gathered in the region very easily to 
spice up your menu and give yourself a nutritional boost. And as you get set to go 
into the garden, we give you some ideas for attractive fencing. 

It was an easy winter, at least for those of us living in the Northeast. While some of us missed the snow, the general 
consensus was: we’ll take it. Now, my friend, fresh ideas are blowing in the wind and the times they are a-changing. 
As another great poet, Robert Frost, wrote: 

“I’m going out to clean the pasture spring; 

I’ll only stop to rake the leaves away 

(And wait to watch the water clear, I may):

I sha’n’t be gone long.—You come too.”
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Tickets at BethelWoodsCenter.org
By Phone 1.800.745.3000  |  Bethel Woods Box Office  |  Ticketmaster.com  |  Info at 1.866.781.2922

Bethel Woods is a not-for-profit cultural center located at the site of the 1969 Woodstock festival in Bethel, NY

2012 CONCERT SCHEDULE

See What Comes to Life...

ALL DATES, ACTS, TIMES AND TICKET PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. A SERVICE CHARGE APPLIES TO EACH TICKET PRICE.  ADD $5 TO ALL TICKET PRICES DAY-OF-SHOW.  LAWN 4-PACKS AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY AND SALES MAY END AT ANYTIME.

A TALE OF 
TWO POSTERS
A Special Exhibition
April 1–July 22, 2012

April 28 & 29

EVENT GALLERY

APRIL 14 LEO KOTTKE
APRIL 20 DORIAN WIND QUINTET
MAY 5 COUNTRY JOE MCDONALD’S 
 TRIBUTE TO WOODY GUTHRIE
MAY 13 SUZANNE VEGA
JUNE 9 NAVAH PERLMAN
SEPT 22 PARKER QUARTET

COMMUNITY & EDUCATION
APRIL 5 AMATO OPERA-IN-BRIEF: 
 HANSEL & GRETEL
APRIL 22 INDIAN MUSIC: 
 RAY SPIEGEL & AASHISH KHAN
MAY 6 YIHAN CHEN
MAY 18 BIG DRUM: SMALL WORLD

THE MUSEUM
ART OF THE SILVER SCREEN FILM SERIES
FRIDAYS, APRIL 27 THRU MAY 18 

APRIL 28 SPEAKER EVENT: 
 BYRD/SKOLNICK: A CONVERSATION 
 WITH STEPHANIE PLUNKETT
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JUNE 16

SUNDAY
JUNE 17
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JUNE 30
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JULY 15

TUESDAY
AUG 7

SATURDAY
JULY 14

THE DUPREES, 
JAY SIEGEL’S TOKENS, 

THE MARCELS, THE TYMES, 
THE EXCELLENTS, 

LINDA JANSEN, ELEGANTS

WITH SPECIAL GUEST
CODY SIMPSON

SATURDAY
JULY 7

AUG 10  
BRAD PAISLEY 
WITH THE BAND PERRY 
AND SCOTTY MCCREERY

AUG 26 
JASON ALDEAN 
WITH LUKE BRYAN
AND RACHEL FARLEY

MORE EVENTS 
TO BE ANNOUNCED

POSTER
FAIR

POSTER
FAIR
A WEEKEND OF 

EVENTS CELEBRATING 
ROCK ART 

FROM THE 1960s 
TO THE PRESENT
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Continued on page 6

How does an artist transform a non-descript Penn-
sylvania house into a strikingly eclectic contempo-
rary home—without breaking the bank?

It begins with a vision
“I’ve been an artist for over 30 years and have 

always been fascinated with architecture and space 
management,” says visual artist Teri Hackett. Since 
the mid-1980s, she rented a 4,000-square-foot Brook-
lyn loft in a converted coffee warehouse. She and her 
husband Ray, who works in the compliance/fi nance 
fi eld, spent their weekends out on Montauk where 
Teri, a Los Angeles native, could surf. After 9/11 they 

started looking for a house of their own, but quickly 
determined that beach houses were out of their price 
range. So they started looking upstate.

They found an online listing for a house in Beach 
Lake, PA, and Teri was instantly taken with the 
“romantic New Orleans look” of the double-decker 
porches and old gothic setting. What sealed the deal 
was the detached garage, in which Teri saw loads of 
potential for an art studio to create her mixed media 
landscapes. 

Built in the 1920s in an area locally known as 
Casetown, the house was originally a summer cabin, 
but had been added onto several times over the next 

40 years to create a hodge-podge of styles, both inside 
and out. The dated knotty pine and boxy rooms did 
not appeal to Teri—who describes her style as “one 
foot in traditional, the other in eclectic.” But what 
did appeal to her were the bones of the house and the 
storybook setting along the Masthope Creek. Sepa-
rated from the road by a large stand of old growth 
hemlocks, the house sits on just one acre, but is sur-
rounded by thousands of acres of protected green 
space. So, the couple enjoys a natural setting without 
being burdened with the taxes and maintenance that 
would come along with owning it themselves.

WhiteWhite to  to BlackBlack, , 
Drab to Drab to FabFab

Text | Tina Spangler

BEFORE

Contributed photos
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The transformation begins
Teri took the reins of the house renovation, acting as designer, archi-

tect, sheet rocker, tile worker, carpenter and painter—skills she’d picked 
up in college classes and from years of do-it-yourself design in her Brook-
lyn studio. The fi rst order of business was to open up the fl ow and re-con-
fi gure the rooms to suit their lives, which include many weekend guests 
and visiting artists. She hired a retired handyman and set about trans-
forming the dated house into an elegant home. 

What Teri lacked in dollars, she more than made up for in time, knowl-
edge and energy. She bartered, traded and bargain-shopped both locally 
and online for furnishings and materials. Doing the work herself and on 
a tight budget, she knew the project would take several years. But she was 
in no rush. “Every May, I had a project in mind that would get a major 
part of the house done,” she said. She started with the busiest room in the 
house: the kitchen.

Brightening up the kitchen 
The uninspired 1960s kitchen was a depressing mix of 

brown plywood cabinets and red vinyl fl ooring. But worst 
of all, the walls were cockeyed. Teri knew that had to be 
addressed fi rst, so that the renovations could be done on 
a square frame. So she gutted the room and reframed the 
exterior walls with new plumb studs.

Shopping for sales online and at discount stores like Green 
Demolitions in Honesdale, PA, Teri created a bright modern 
kitchen that was on budget. Initially she decided to install a 
white subway tile back splash, but then asked herself, “Why 
do something so conservative? It’s your house; who are you 
trying to please?” She found river stone tiles online for half 
the price of Home Depot, with free shipping. She installed 
the back splash herself, adding small stones from her own 
property to ensure an authentic, custom look. She opted 
for open shelving instead of upper cabinets, which keeps 
the kitchen from feeling weighted down, and shows off her 
dishware and mason jars full of herbs and grains.

BEFORE

“Teri was instantly taken with the ‘romantic
New Orleans look’ of the double-decker 
porches and old gothic setting.”

BEFORE

Continued from 5

Contributed photo

Contributed photoContributed photo

Contributed photo Photo By Tina Spangler
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Connecting the house and studio
In order to convert the 400-square-foot detatched garage into her new 

studio space, Teri needed to fi nd a way to connect it to the house. With the 
input of an architect friend, she decided on constructing a “tower” between 
the two. The tall square structure provided an architecturally interesting 
element that a simple hallway or breezeway would have lacked.

It also gave Teri the option to create a laundry room on the ground fl oor, 
and a sun-drenched bathroom upstairs. More like a sanctuary in the sky, 
the bathroom gave Teri ample opportunity to show off her tile skills and her 
artistic vision.

Teri stays in shape by swimming at Woodloch Pines. 
She may have pictured herself living in a “beach” town, 
but never imagined it would be over 150 miles from the 
nearest ocean shoreline. She still visits the ocean from 
time to time, with friends in Florida, South Carolina and 
Costa Rica. Closer to home, “the Delaware River helps 
when I need a water fi x,” she says.

You can see Teri’s artwork at www.theresahackett.com.

Giving the exterior a new life
The fi nal, and perhaps most dramatic change to the house occurred just last year when 

Teri updated the exterior color from non-descript white to a striking slate black, unifying 
the old and the new. The dark siding gives the house a more grounded feel, picking up natu-
ral outdoor tones of grey tree bark and blue stone.

 “White shows everything, but the black hides the imperfections and differences in siding 
styles to make the house look like one complete concept,” Teri explains. “The new color is 
organic; it changes as the light hits it.” She punched up the trim with brick red paint—and 
a matching tin roof skirting on the porch—highlighting details one might overlook. She 
added a long slatted privacy screen to seperate the front entrance from the kitchen. 

Now that the house refl ects Teri’s vision, she can fi nally sit back and appreciate all she’s 
accomplished. “I’m proud that I took over what is usually a man’s domain,” she says. “I don’t 
have a lot of money, but I have a sense of style and was able to create a beautiful home with-
out buying the best of everything.”

Contributed photo

Contributed photo

Photo by Tina Spangler Photo by Tina Spangler

Photo by Tina Spangler



8 • OUR COUNTRY HOME 

Homestead School
Established 1978

Private Montessori School
Preschool to Sixth Grade • Full-Day Kindergarten • State Certi  ed

20 Minutes North of Port Jervis • 85-Acre Campus
Full Academic, Enrichment and Outdoor Education Programs

Foreign Language, Art and Music Classes

For more information:  Peter & Marsha Comstock/Directors, 845-856-6359

The Homestead School • 428 Hollow Road • Glen Spey, NY

kitchen
table

fashion
home

Willow
and

Brown
Monday, Thursday, Friday 11am to 6pm,

Saturday 10am  to 6pm,
Sunday 11am to 3pm

Fashion, dinnerware, kitchen tools, 
housewares, and home furnishings with an 

emphasis on quality and design.

You’ll love the selection!

(845) 439-5677

2 Pearl Street
Livingston Manor 12758  Now online at www.willowandbrown.com

BridgeWater
M E R C A N T I L E

A Place Dedicated to Home Design

4917 Main Street • PO Box 676
Jeffersonville, NY 12748
Tel: 845/482-4044

www.bridgewatermercantile.com

The Heron

40 Main Street
 Narrowsburg, NY 12764

(845) 252-3333
theheronrestaurant@gmail.com

“We proudly use Farm Fresh 
Ingredients Sourced from  
Local & Organic Farms.”

Check us out on Facebook  
for Hours and Menu

Hope to See You Soon!

Restaurant & Bar  
Open 5 Days a Week

         TheHeronRestaurant

Spring Hours: Sat. & Sun. 10-5
Please call or heck our website for other days

The Village Bath

Miss Elly’s Antiques & Such
A Friendly Multi-Dealer Shop
Great Selection of Antiques

Smalls to Furniture

Also at Miss ELLY’S

518 Church Street • Hawley, PA 18428
570-226-7513

www.missellysantiques.com

Don’t Miss...

Bath, Body & Skin 
Care Products

Perfect for Mother’s Day!
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Good fences
Text | Mary Greene

For those who wish to take their 

chances on a perennial bed 

without a fence, the following 

plants will likely be ignored by 

browsing deer. It is a truism, 

though, that deer will shun some 

plants one year and devour them 

the next—in a hungry year, deer 

will eat anything. 

Herbs 
Deer generally avoid common 

garden herbs such as lavender, 

rosemary, thyme, parsley, sage 

and mint.  

Perrenials
Astilbe, Bee Balm, Butterfly Bush, 

Blackeyed Susan, Bleeding 

Heart, Campanula, Clematis, 

Columbine, Daffodil, Dianthus, 

Echinacea (Coneflower), 

Foxglove, Hellebore, Hosta, 

Iris, Joe-Pye-Weed, Lungwort, 

Japanese Anemone, Lupine, 

Monkshood, Ornamental 

Grasses, Pearly Everlasting, 

Peony, Poppy, Lungwort, Yarrow, 

Salvia, Shasta Daisy.

Annuals
Marigold, Sunflower, Impatiens

TIP
If there is a plant or bloom you 

really want to include in your 

flower garden but you know it’s 

a popular browsing choice for 

deer, try placing it at the center of 

a grouping of plants that usually 

repel deer. 

Some gardeners resist the idea of a fence enclosing their fl ower 
or vegetable bed. It is true that fl ower beds with plantings that 
are deer resistant will be relatively safe, although predation can 
occur from smaller woodland animals. However,  anyone wish-
ing to have a bed of colorful perennials mixed with annuals the 
deer do like, such as  zinnias and cosmos, or a vegetable patch 
with summer goodies like lettuce, tomatoes, peppers, corn and 
carrots, should think about investing in a good garden fence.

A serious deer-detering fence should be at least six feet tall. 
Material that is commonly used for fencing around a veggie 
garden is wire, mesh or metal. The fencing ideally should extend 
underground to deter ground level entry by burrowing creatures 
such as rabbits and woodchucks. Protective wire fencing can be 
gussied up with a fancy gate. Creative options include a reclaimed 
door painted in a bright color, a wrought iron gate or a sturdy 

gate built from lattice or even natural branches and twigs. 
Flower gardens can be enhanced with gazebos, arbors, trellises 

and benches. A spectacular effect can be created by planting a 
climbing vine such as morning glory or clematis along an arbor 
or lattice roof. Some gardeners like to combine fl ower and veg-
etable gardens. With a large enough space (and a good fence) this 
can be a spectacular choice, creating a garden centerpiece for 
your yard or fi eld that can also incorporate fountains, sculpture, 
bird baths, rock formations, tables and benches. 

Many home and garden centers will assist homeowners in 
planning how to make their own fence, or assist with installation 
as well, depending on the homeowner’s needs. A wide range of 
landscapers and expert gardeners are also available in the region 
for consultation and digging in the dirt.
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To get started, I asked four different local home-design mavens to collaborate with 
me to create a series of spring table settings, each with a different look that refl ects 
the style of their retail store. My fi rst visit was Bridgewater Mercantile on Main 
Street in Jeffersonville, NY. The store, a treasure trove of 19th- and 20th-century fur-
nishings, is co-owned by designer Jaime Stankevicius and his partner Paul Hargrove. 
While touring the store with Jaime, I was attracted to a set of beautiful fl oral china 
dishes labeled Coventry - Secret Garden, made in England in the 1980s. Inspired by 
the greens, blues, yellows and oranges in the china pattern, I started by framing the 
dishes with a set of round blue placemats. Jamie suggested we also use a tablecloth to 
add another element of color and texture. After deciding on yellow and white tulips 
for the centerpiece, I set off perusing the store for a vase. It wasn’t long before I spot-
ted an orange glass vase circa 1970 that fi t perfectly with the color scheme. Green 
terrycloth washcloths tied with bright yellow satin ribbons were used instead of nap-
kins. Assorted colorful salt and pepper shakers adds a touch of whimsy to the scheme. 
Clear wine glasses, glass candlesticks and glass cake plates, including a crystal 
Tiffany compote bowl to hold oranges, balanced out the setting. 

 On to Domesticities & The Cutting Garden in Youngsville, NY, on State Route 
52. The store features a lively mix of antiques, works by local artisans and fair trade 
goods and accessories. From June through October, The Cutting Garden features 
“cut your own” fl owers and naturally grown vegetables. When I told owner Anne 
Hart what my mission was, she directed me toward the back of the store to a coun-
try kitchen fi lled with nostalgic items from the early and mid-20th century. Anne 
pointed out a set of classic 1950s pink and grey pattern dishes. I immediately started 
to “think pink.” Starting with a green enamel-top table circa 1945 and a crisp white 
cotton embroidered table topper as the base, we picked out various dishes, glasses and 
accessories in pink, white or green. Instead of one centerpiece, we went with two: a 
basket of fresh dill and a green glass vase of Peruvian lilies. As a fi nishing touch, a set 
of Siamese cat salt and pepper shakers, along with a glass dish fi lled with pink eggs, 
added a bit of whimsy to this charming setting. 

Switching gears, I headed over to Livingston Manor, NY to visit Willow and 
Brown, a contemporary retail store with a fresh, focused 21st-century stylishness. 
Featuring tableware, kitchenware, clothing and accessories, the overall look of the 
store is extremely articulate. Co-owned by Carolin Brown and David Walton, Willow 
and Brown carries many “Made in America” and “Made in the Catskills” products, and 
some of its products also support nonprofi t organizations. Walking in, I was captivated 
by the Waechtersbach collection of brilliantly hued dishes. This became our starting 
point. Carolin covered a stainless steel table with fi ve gold Danica woven all-cotton 
placemats and napkins. Next, she set the table with dishes and bowls in four different 
colors, and added matching Fire and Light glasses (made from recycled glass), and 
stainless fl atware with color-coordinating Silicone handles. A simple piece of twine 
was used as a napkin ring and knife holder. For the centerpiece, Carolin collaborated 
with fl orist Ann Manby of Sugar Blossom Flowers in Roscoe, NY to create a fl oral 
arrangement featuring colorful Gerber daisies. The centerpiece, with its palette of 
yellow, orange, white and green, unites all of the elements into a harmonious whole. 
The result is a simple yet stunning table setting to rival Mother Nature.

When you think of “Handmade in Sullivan County,” one of the fi rst name that comes 
to mind is Caroline Duke of Duke Pottery. Caroline works primarily with pinch pots, 
which she fi res in a variety of ways. Her studio and gallery, located in Roscoe, NY, show-
cases her work as well as products made by other local artists, writers, jewelry makers 
and artisans. The gallery has a warm, rustic ambiance and a mix of arts and crafts fur-
nishings by local talents such as wood craftsmen Gary Wegener, furniture maker Peter 
Galbert, quilter Katharina Litchman and more. Motivated by this rustic, creative set-
ting, Caroline and I began planning the table setting. We started with her newest spring 
collection of fern and leaf patterned stoneware plates in an ochre stain. After choosing 
an antique wooden farm table, Caroline chose a set of green cotton placemats to frame 
the plates. Various white stoneware bowls were added to the setting, each bowl featur-
ing textured decorative imprints from seeds and corncobs. The handmade tea bowls, 
used instead of mugs, are more than just drinking vessels—they establish a connec-
tion to nature while they delight the eye. The stone napkin rings, with their individual 
impressions, continue the theme of combining tactile and visual appeal. The focal point 
of the setting was a white stoneware spiral pattern vase with imprints from nature, 
made even more beautiful with a bouquet of delicate spring fl owers. 

Spring Ahead Table settings to warm your heart
Text |  Barbara Winfi eld

Bridgewater Mercantile — Photo by Catherine Scott, table design by Barbara Winfi eld Domesticities & the Cutting Garden — Photo and table design by Barbara Winfi eld Willow & Brown — Photo by Barbara Winfi eld, fl owers by Sugar Blossom Flowers Duke Pottery — Photo by Dana Duke, table design: Carolyn Duke

As warmer weather arrives, you can give your home—and your 
mood—a boost with a sunny table setting of fresh colors and natural 
textures.

Creating an attractive table is an affordable art that anyone can master. 
All you need is a sense of color, a sense of adventure and a discerning 
eye. Trust your intuition to lead you where you want to go!
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Third Generation
Serving Sullivan County

Installation of 
pre-  nished and un  nished 

hardwood  ooring

Sanding, staining 
and re  nishing of existing 

hardwood  oors

Let us be your full-service 
wood  oor company

Call for
estimate appointments

Mondays through Fridays

845-791-9930
John (Shawn) Laufersweiler, 

Proprietor
P.O. Box 650

Rock Hill, NY 12775

Continuous Service 
Since 1930

FRITZ 
BROS., INC.

WELL DRILLING
WATER SYSTEMS

PIPES AND FITTINGS
PLUMBING SUPPLY
SALES & SERVICE

570-253-2660
Fax 570-253-4788

Cliff Street & Route 6
Honesdale, PA

2012 Models now in stock 
ATVs & snowmobiles

Call for current rebates and special financing promotions

570-729-7402

BILL CASE POLARIS
Sales & Service

408 Welcome Lake Road
Welcome Lake, PA

Full line of Parts & Accessories
www.billcase.com

WARNING: ATV's can be hazardous to operate. These are full-size machines designed to 
be ridden only by adults age 18 and older. For your safety: always wear a helmet and other 
protective clothing. Never carry passengers or engage in stunt driving. Polaris recommends 
that all ATV riders take a training course. For safety and training information, see your dealer 
or call Polaris at 1-800-328-9975.

M-F: 8-6:30
Sat: 8-4:30

Tree Removal & Trimming

Fully Insured
Fair Prices

Free Estimate
845-557-3833

BLACK OAK TREE SERVICE

GS  
Plumbing  
& Heating

Well Pumps • Water 
Heaters • Boilers • Water 

Systems • Heating Systems 

FULLY INSURED

845/252-7286 OR 845/656-4380

• On Site Manufacturing
• 5" Residential
• 6" & 7" Commercial
• 36 Colors Available
• Leaf Guard Systems
• All Work Done by Owner

Bob’s Seamless Gutters
When you want it done right the fi rst time

845-557-8967
800-928-8113

Bob Ferry Jr., Owner
Pond Eddy, NY
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The history
The word “upholstery” comes from the Middle English 

word upholder, which referred to a tradesman who held up 
his goods. Traditional upholstery uses materials like coil 
springs (post-1850), animal hair (horse, hog and cow), coir, 
straw and hay, hessians, linen scrims, wadding, etc., and is 
done by hand, building each layer up. In contrast, modern 
upholsterers employ synthetic materials like Dacron, vinyl 
and serpentine springs.

Upholstered furniture became popular in the 18th century 
and was found in the homes of members of the upper class, 
who could afford luxurious furnishings covered in velvets, 
silks and other expensive fabrics. By the early 20th century, 
mass production of upholstered furniture made it more 
affordable, and by mid-century upholstered furnishings were 
found in most homes. 

Slipcovers were introduced as a way to protect fi ne fabrics 
during summer months from perspiration before the advent 
of air conditioning. In the 1940s, clear vinyl slipcovers 
became quite popular, offering protection without hiding 

the furniture’s pattern. From the 1940s to the1960s, fabric 
slipcovers were common place, employed to extend the life 
of a sofa or chair and also to lend versatility in decorating. I 
recall that my Aunt Emma had several slipcovers she made 
herself, which she used seasonally to change the look of her 
living room. 

The popularity of slipcovers began to wane toward the end 
of the 1970s as furniture companies used more durable, stain-
resistant fabrics that rendered them unnecessary. However, 
resurgence in slipcover use began in the early 1990s when 
designer Rachel Atwood introduced her “Shabby Chic” style. 
This fun and original look capitalized on the decorating 
versatility that slipcovers provided, and appealed to home 
owners who enjoy a casual lifestyle. 

Today’s slip covered furniture, in natural fi bers like cotton 
and linen, typifi es a classic American style. 

The second-chance solution
Upholstered furnishings are big ticket items that set the tone 

for the rooms they serve. If you are fortunate enough to own 

or have inherited older, well-made furniture pieces, giving 
them new life rather than replacing them is as eco-friendly as 
it is practical. Providing that the furniture is made from good 
hardwoods and has a sturdy frame, there is no reason not to 
reupholster or have it slip covered to get continued use out of 
it. “Another benefi t is that you can keep your money local,” 
said Nanette Schips, owner of Nanette’s Custom Interiors in 
Barryville, NY. “Hiring local tradesmen is a way to make an 
investment in your community that matters.”  

Why it’s daunting
There is a misconception among homeowners that 

customized services are expensive and not budget friendly, 
which is not the case here. Experts point out that—given the 
cost of replacing a good quality, standard sized sofa ($2,000 
and up)—an investment of much less when you use slipcovers 
($750) and reupholstery ($1,200) just makes sense. There is 
the added advantage of being able to visit the shop, consult 
with the shopkeeper and talk about fabrics and designs one 
on one.

Reupholstering Reupholstering 
& Slipcovers& Slipcovers

An investment in quality 
Nanette’s Custom Interiors created this fitted slipcover using pre-washed white cotton duck fabric. Using pre-washed fabric ensures a good fit even after washing.

Photo by Nanette Schips

Text | Lori Malone

Continued on page 14
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Keeping costs down
There are ways to keep costs down, 

said Schips. “Fabric is where you spend,” 
she said, and she advises keeping that in 
mind when selecting your upholstery 
fabric, which can run $35 to $100 a yard 
and up. If you buy fabric independently, 
you can shop around for fabric that fi ts 
your budget. You would need to purchase 
from 11 to 20 yards of upholstery 
fabric, depending on your sofa’s shape 
and size. Consult with your upholstery 
professional before buying any fabric to 
ensure that your fabric and yardage is 
appropriate for your particular piece. 
Slipcovers cost less than reupholstering, 
so that may be another way to save for a 
fresh new look.

What to slipcover, 
what to reupholster

Traditionally shaped sofas, chairs, 
and ottomans all look great with a well-
fi tting slipcover. Slipcovers offer a less 
tailored look, but their draped edges can 
suggest a country elegant charm, and 
they are a less expensive way to achieve a 
fresh new look. I personally like the look 
of a slip covered sofa: the casualness of it, 
the way its silhouette evokes a sense of 
comfort. Twill slipcovers with a tailored 
fi t, on a traditionally shaped sofa or chair, 
is as chic as it is casual, adapting well to 
any lifestyle. And, there’s a practicality 
in using slipcovers made of natural 
fi bers to allow for laundering, ideal for 
households with pets and children.

Reupholstering, on the other hand, 

offers less versatility but instead offers 
the opportunity to have a custom piece 
of quality furniture in your room. 
Certain detailing on furniture, such 
as exposed wood or intricate tufting, 
dictate that the piece be reupholstered, 
rather than slip covered. Sofas and 
chairs with interesting curves may also 
look better reupholstered to show off 
their shape. I’ve seen vintage occasional 
chairs reupholstered in everything from 
natural hides to grain sacks to burlap, 
and even men’s suit material. You are 
only limited by your imagination.   

Slipcovers and custom upholstery 
are a fabulous way to interject your 
personality and style into a room, 
something to consider before your next 
furniture purchase. 

LOCAL UPHOLSTERERS 

Jo’s Upholstering
28 Schaffer Dr, Honesdale, PA  18431

570/ 488-6728

Juliano M
County Rd 115, Bethel, NY  12720

 845/ 583-6160

Katsch Upholestry Inc
1553 Hancock Hwy, Honesdale, PA  18431

570/ 253-8909 

Nanette’s Custom Interiors
375 Van Tuyl Rd, Barryville, NY  12719

845/ 557-0618

Weber’s Custom Works
769 Route 434, Shohola, PA  18458

570/ 685-2310

SAT: April 28 • 9-5PM

SUN: April 29 • 9-4PM

Ladore Camp & Conference Center
287 Owego Turnpike • Waymart, PA 18472

Builders • Remodelers
Landscaping • Home Decor
Flooring • Windows & More!

Indoor & Outdoor Trade Booths
Custom Cedar Furniture

Arts & Crafts • Flower Tent
Children’s Activities

SAT: Electronic Recycle Drop-off
SAT & SUN: Gold Buying Event
Home Improvement Live Auction!

FREE  ADMISS ION

TITLE SPONSOR: LEAD SPONSOR:

American 
Electric, LLC

WayneCountyBuilders.com
(570) 226-4941

Freshly painted wood details and crisp white cotton 
brings new life to this reupholstered vintage chair.

Contributed photo

Nanette’s Custom Interiors created this whimsical 
ottoman using the client’s “Beatles” tapestry.

 Photo by Nanette Schips

Continued from page 13

CRCCRC
COMMUNITY RENTAL CENTERS

Rentals • SalesRentals • Sales
Material • HaulingMaterial • Hauling

The Right Tools at the Right 
Price... It's That Simple!

ALL SIZES & TYPES OF
Heavy & Light Equipment • Hammers
Hand Tools & Landscape Equipment

Aerial Equipment
Concrete & Compaction Equipment

Safety Equipment, Plow Parts & much more!
Operators & Job Consultation Available

Party Rentals & Party Supply Super-Store

Open 7 Days
24-hr. Messaging Service

We Travel!
284-296 Rt. 6 & 209284-296 Rt. 6 & 209

Milford, PAMilford, PA

570-491-2721570-491-2721
crcrentals.comcrcrentals.com

Offering full service 
property management 

for your nest. 
Leave the details to us so 
you can enjoy a carefree 

country lifestyle.

P: 914-799-1087 E: nestpropertymanager@gmail.com
www.nest-pm.com
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If you have ever walked down Main Street in Honesdale, 
PA, you no doubt have noticed the meticulously restored 
Hanson Gallery & Decorium (1037 Main Street, www.
thehansongallery.com, 570/253-2525). You may not know 
of the multi-faceted past of Lars Hanson, who restored and 
owns the space with his wife, Cynthia.

As a child growing up in Cincinatti, Hanson developed 
a few habits that serve him to this day. He enjoyed making 
things out of wood, and he enjoyed looking at the designs 
in his mother’s home magazines. He built tree houses, forts 
and fences, and perused his mother’s monthly magazines 
religiously. 

Another early passion was music, and by age 14 Hanson 
was playing R&B on an electric compact organ in a band 
called The Undecided. Soon, Hanson took up guitar and 
rock ‘n roll.  

In 1970, after fi nishing high school at the private Lovett 
School in Atlanta, Hanson chose music over a scholarship 
to Brown University, much to his father’s dismay. His love of 
hard rock led him into several bands and through several 
band breakups. In 1976, Hanson’s former bandmate and 
friend Greg “Rex” Smith gave Hanson to call to see if he 
might come play music with him in New York City. Smith had 
been signed to Columbia Records based on a tape he’d played 
for the Columbia execs of music by The Tricks, Hanson and 
Smith’s former band. The band performed everywhere from 
Madison Square Garden to Annaheim Stadium and opened 
up for acts like Foreigner, Cheap Trick and Lynyrd Skynyrd.  
While recording its third LP, the band disintegrated as Smith 
entered acting.  A successful movie and a hit LP that Hanson 

played on scored Hanson two Gold Records.  He continued to 
tour and record with groups like Ronnie Spector and Bennie 
Mardones.

Around 1981, Hanson became disenchanted with the 
music world because gigs were increasingly few and far 
between.  At that point, “in order to make a buck,” he began 
working odd jobs and settled into carpentry.  Hanson landed 
a job with Superlative Interiors, a fi rm based in New York 
City that transforms raw space into retail or commercial 
space.

As a carpenter for Superlative, Hanson constructed items 
for displays that included fl ooring, walls and furniture. He 
also began estimating costs of projects for clients. His skills 
became apparent to his superiors, and soon Hanson’s respon-
sibilities extended to the design of spaces and showrooms. In 
1996, an opportunity arose for Hanson to buy the business. 
He jumped on it. 

Hanson has built a reputation and is now a highly regard-
ed—even revered—go-to designer for big name companies 
that want to showcase their goods. The majority of Super-
lative’s corporate clients are textile manufacturers and “we 
handle everything, from soup to nuts,” said Hanson, who 
oversees each project. Superlative creates showcase space 
for kitchens, bedrooms, living spaces and bathrooms. The 
showroom designs that Hanson creates include elements of 
carpentry, lighting, fl ooring, painting, window treatments, 
furniture and decorative additions. Superlative tackles bed-
rooms, bathrooms, living areas and kitchens. Each design is 
unique and each interior has its own special ambiance. 

Hanson said the busiest times of the year are spring and 

fall. During these months, when clients showcase their sea-
sonal wares, Superlative stays busy completing their clients’ 
wish lists. During down periods, Hanson designs residential 
homes and attends trade shows for the business.  

What Hanson lacks in formal training, he makes up for 
with his intuitive sense of style and color—his “eye” for 
design. His creations are rich and modern, trendy and 
accomplished. 

In 2009, Hanson and Cynthia relocated to Honesdale. 
They opened The Hanson Gallery and Decorium in June of 
2009 after fi ve months of renovations including refurbished 
fl ooring, windows, interior walls, ceilings, lighting and roof-
ing. In 2010, the Wayne County Historical Society presented 
the couple with a Historic Preservation Award for their work 
on the space. 

Are they pleased with their new location? “The history of 
the town is amazing,” said Hanson. “We fi nd the people here 
warm and welcoming, and we’ve been so well received.” Fur-
ther, said Hanson, “we hope we have brought a new element 
of retail to the area, joining with the Wayne County Arts 
Alliance to add to the art scene here.”

While Cynthia largely handles the gallery, the Decorium 
gives Hanson the opportunity locally to showcase his busi-
ness. The wares for sale there belonged to Prop Central, 
another business that Hanson owned in New York City 
where he rented props, such as furniture and architectural 
elements, to the television and fi lm industry.  Prop Central 
was liquidated, and now discerning shoppers can fi nd an 
eclectic mix of items at the Decorium.

Lars HansonLars Hanson
A conversation with TASTEMAKER

Text | Emily Grillo
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High-Speed Satellite Internet Just Got More Affordable!
LOWEST UPFRONT PRICE EVER!

all this and more at

CRONK’S ELECTRONICS
Factory Authorized Sales & Service HDTV, LCD, 

PLASMA AND DVD PLAYERS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES!

Servicing All Satellite Systems
Custom Home Audio • Servicing All Makes

Factory Authorized Servicenter For:
JVC • Samsung • Sharp • RCA/G

Magnavox • Sony • Zenith • Mitsubishi
Toshiba • Panasonic • Quasar

HOURS: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9-5; Sat 10-3; Closed Wed & Sun • 311 N. Main St., Liberty, NY
845-292-5437 • 1-877-842-7665

WE WON’T BE
UNDERSOLD!

Call for
Current
Price!

Authorized Dealer

Authorized Dealer

BEST PRICES 
IN THE AREA... 

At CRONK’S ELECTRONICS 
YOU WILL talk to an EXPERIENCED
sales person/technician who has

knowledge on what EVERY
product does and how it works.

We have been  
Servicing and Selling TV’s for

OVER 25 YEARS!
We have been Installing 
and Servicing DIRECTV 

since it was first introduced
OVER 17 YEARS AGO!

CUSTOM 
HOME AUDIO & 

VIDEO SYSTEMS!
SONOS • RUSSOUND

HDTVs and Blu-Ray
DVD Players IN STOCK
3 & 5 Year Warranties Available

CUSTOM 
HOME AUDIO & 

VIDEO SYSTEMS!

CUSTOM 
HOME AUDIO & 

VIDEO SYSTEMS!

NO, REALLY!!! 

We Do 
DIRECTV
Upgrades 

to HD!

Your LOCAL - HOMETOWN Authorized

DIRECTV Dealer
Call us
FIRST!

Stream iTunes, 
SiriusXM and more!!
Stop by for a FREE 

demonstration !!
Can be used alone OR 

can be hooked to almost 
ANY sound system.
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Ramps
Ramps, which are wild leeks, 

are a favorite wild food that 
appears in April as the ground 
begins to thaw. Ramps are found 
in sandy, moist soil and often 
prefer hillsides or streamsides. 
They appear in little bunches and 
the scallion-like bulb is rooted 
strongly just below the soil. (A 
digging tool is handy to ensure 
the tops don’t break off from the 
bulbs.) The leaves are broad and 
smooth, vibrant green in color, 
sometimes with  burgundy tints. 
The greenery is tender early in 
the season, and the bulbs are 
edible year round, and they dry or 
freeze well.  Some say ramps taste 
more like garlic than like onions.

Ramps can be used in a vari-
ety of ways, but they combine 
well with eggs and potatoes. 
COOK 5 or 6 sliced ramps and 
2 thinly sliced potatoes in olive 
oil or bacon grease until tender, 
seasoning with salt, pepper and 
paprika. Break 2 eggs over pota-
toes and stir to mix. Cook a few 
more minutes until eggs are done.

Dandelion greens
The ubiquitous dandelion is 

despised by some (who claim 
a bitter fl avor) and prized by 
others (who don’t mind the 
slight bitterness). The root 
of the dandelion, which is 
long and woody, is used by 
some as a coffee subsitute 
after it has been roasted and 
ground. Dandelions should 
be picked from clean areas 
(no roadsides) before fl owers 
form. Wash them well and 
add to a green salad for a bit of 
fl avor and a spring nutritional 
boost. Or, COOK them into 
a sauce to serve over pasta. 
Chop a generous amount of 
garlic and heat in olive oil. 
Add greens and ½ cup veg-
etable or chicken broth. Cook 
until soft. Add a can of white 
beans and heat through. 
Serve over elbow noodles or 
penne.

Garlic mustard 
Unlike dandelions, the 

arrow-shaped stem leaves of 
garlic mustard become more 
pungent (smelling of—what 
else?—garlic) and less bitter 
as they grow out of their 
baby stage. The leaves strip 
off readily, so you can col-
lect a bagful in short order. 
Garlic mustard grows in lots 
of places—avoid roadsides or 
other compromised sites. The 
clusters of tiny, four-petaled 
white fl owers are edible as 
well. COOK garlic mustard as 
you would other greens, by 
boiling or sautéing and fi nish-
ing with a splash of vinegar. 
(Be careful not to overcook 
the leaves or they will become 
mushy.) If you fi nd garlic 
mustard with exception-
ally large leaves, harvesting 
the tap roots will give you a 
condiment something like 
horseradish. Slice thinly into 
salads or grate into vinegar 
as a condiment. (Collect roots 
before fl owers appear.)

Japanese knotweed
Japanese knotweed is, as 

anyone who lives in these 
parts knows, an invasive spe-
cies that has taken over much 
of the natural habitat in the 
Upper Delaware River valley. 
(Unfortunately, it is possessed 
of a natural herbicide that 
kills the plant life surround-
ing it.) While efforts are ongo-
ing to eradicate this pest, 
knotweed does have some 
benefi cial properties. When 
this bamboo-like member of 
the buckwheat family is very 
small, it can be gathered and 
steamed much like asparagus. 
Look for new growth among 
the old knotweed stands—it 
will come up in bunches of 
pale greenish-yellow stalks 
with a reddish papery sheath. 
COOK early knotweed as you 
would asparagus, by steam-
ing or boiling, and eat with 
salt and butter or a squeeze of 
lemon. 

Fiddlehead ferns
Fiddleheads are one of the 

earliest spring wild foods, 
ready for gathering when the 
earliest spring fl owers appear. 
They are actually the curled 
sprout of the ostrich fern. 
Fiddleheads grow anywhere 
ferns do, although not all 
ferny areas contain the fi ddle-
head variety. Look for a curl 
at the top to insure tender-
ness, and use as much of the 
stem below as you can collect 
(six to 10 inches is ideal.)  A 
distinctive feature to look for 
is a brown papery material 
adhering to the curl.

COOK as a nutritious side 
dish. Soak in salted water 
for a few minutes to remove 
any bugs (which will fl oat 
to the surface of the water). 
Saute in a pan with butter 
or a mix of butter and olive 
oil until tender. Add a bit of 
white wine, Dijon mustard 
and chopped chives if desired. 
Serve hot.

Before supermarkets and refrigeration, springtime was an exciting season when 
fresh greens and fresh foods in general became available again. Earlier generations 
prized the foods they could gather and cook in early spring for their strengthen-
ing and cleansing properties. These foods are still a wonderful way to supplement 
your spring diet and give your immune system a boost.

Wild
Spring Tonics

Text | Mary Greene
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570-224-6405
366 Swago Rd. • Damascus, PA

www.maciejewskilandscaping.com

Specializing in:
• Cultured Stone for Foundations and Fireplaces
• Lawn Installation
• Tree Planting
• Drainage
• Retaining Walls
• Patios and Walkways
• Landscaping around Pools
• Irrigation
• Landscape Lighting
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Jason Maciejewski

MACIEJEWSKIMACIEJEWSKI
Landscaping
Landscaping

INC.

Voted TRR Readers
BEST LANDSCAPER 2003-2011

All Phases of Landscaping
 for All Your Landscaping Needs.

Waste Management is the only licensed transfer station in Wayne County, PA. 
We service all residences of Wayne and Pike counties in PA and Sullivan County in NY. 

At Beach Lake Transfer
Conveniently located off 

Route 652 in Beach Lake, PA

Hours: M-F 7 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Sat. 7 a.m.-Noon 

1-800-225-5930 • 570-729-7125

• We accept MSW and C & D material 
• Contractors welcome
• We are a recycling drop-off
• Our Single Stream program allows you to 

not have to separate your recycling.
• FREE computer & parts & TV drop-off
• FREE scrap metal drop-off
• Low-cost drop-off for air conditioners, 

dehumidi  ers & refrigerators

Think Green, think Waste Management
www.wm.com

Ask about renting a dumpster.

4 0 5 5  R t e .  5 2 ,  Yo u n g s v i l l e ,  N Y  •  8 4 5 - 4 8 2 - 3 3 3 3  •  w w w . t h e c u t t i n g g a r d e n . o r g

AFFORDABLE ANTIQUES • HOME • GARDEN • GIFTS • CUT FLOWERS IN SEASON

N Y  •  8 4 5 - 4 8 2 - 3 3 3 3  •  w w w . t h e c u t t i n g g a r d

 
The 

Cutting 
Garden

Domesticities &

Fair Trade • Locally Made

Auto

Home

Business

Life

Long-Term Care

Group Life 
& Health

Individual 
Accident & 
Cancer Policies

Callicoon 845-887-4210
Jeffersonville 845-482-5510
Roscoe 607-498-4301

Insure@mikepreis.com

www.mikepreis.com

M
P
I Insurance Agency
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Is Your Drinking Water
Healthy and Safe?

Free Information on Drinking Water Quality for You and Your Family
Act Now – Visit the Water Research Center at www.water-research.net

B.F. Environmental Consultants
Mr. Brian Oram

Professional Geologist, Soil Scientist,
PA Sewage Enforcement Of  cer, Licensed Well Driller

(570) 335-1947
www.bfenvironmental.com • Email bfenviro@ptd.net

Nanette’s
Custom Interiors

NANETTE SCHIPS
375 Van Tuyl Road

Barryville, NY 12719
845-557-0618

www.nanettescustominteriors.com

• DRAPERIES

• BLINDS

• UPHOLSTERY

• SLIPCOVERS

Smalls
Plumbing, Heating, and AC
“No job’s too big 

for SMALLS”

SERVING SULLIVAN COUNTY SINCE 1979
Specializing in All Phases of Service & Installation...including Plumbing, 

Radiant Heating, Hot Water/Hot Air Heating, Hydro Air, Air Conditioning, etc.

Certi  ed & factory trained professionals in the latest technologies
In-Floor Radiant Heating • Rotobrush Duct Cleaning Services
erti  ed & factory trained professionals in the latest technologies

Fl R di t H ti R t b h D t Cl i S i

CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR SERVICE NEEDS

876 Old Rt. 17
Harris, NY

845-794-7780
www.smallshvac.com

FULLY INSURED 
& BONDED

BEAUTIFUL 
LAKE WALLENPAUPACK

Route 6
570-226-9726

HISTORIC 
DOWNTOWN HONESDALE

Church & 6th Sts.
570-253-1860

VanGorders.com

www.straitlineroo  ng.com

Fully Insured
References Available
Free Estimates 
27 Years Experience

Strait LineStrait Line ROOFING
845-583-0247 • 1-866-702-ROOF845-583-0247 • 1-866-702-ROOF

2009 
2010 
2011 
Best 
Roofer 
Award

PREFERRED
CONTRACTOR

All Phases of Roo  ng including Metal
Limited Lifetime No-Leak Warranty

Limited Lifetime Shingles 



(845) 557-0055         www.ecotechsprayfoam.com

Attics & Basements Our Specialty

Save BIG $$$ 
with 

Spray Foam
Insulation

Save BIG $$$ 
with 

Spray Foam
Insulation

Save BIG $$$ 
with 

Spray Foam
Insulation
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